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Mass protests and demands for the resignation of President Carlos Andres Perez continued through
June and the first week of July. Demonstrations took place nearly every day in Caracas and the
nation's largest cities. Protests are organized by high school and university students, neighborhood
associations, and occasionally, trade unions. The most common demand by student protesters
is for Perez to resign. Demonstrators also insist on an end to police repression and changes in
economic policy, e.g., reductions in public transport fares and utility rates. In Caracas, a student was
killed in street fighting with public security forces during the last week of June. Police and military
authorities claim they have evidence of guerrilla organizations, sometimes led by disaffected
military officers, and using weapons stolen during the February coup attempt. The main opposition
party, the COPEI, broke with the ruling Democratic Action (AD) party on June 10. The two parties
had agreed to organize a coalition government on March 10. The break was attributed to the
government's failure to reduce corruption, and Perez's decision to participate in the UN Conference
on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. COPEI members
Foreign Minister Humberto Calderon Berti and Jose Ignacio Moreno Leon, head of the Venezuelan
Investment Fund, resigned from the cabinet. After the resignations were made public, Perez
cancelled plans to attend the Summit in Rio. On June 14, Pedro Vallenilta resigned as Development
Minister. Air force Gen. Ivan Jimenez was appointed minister of defense, replacing army Gen.
Fernando Ochoa Antich. Gen. Ochoa was selected to serve as foreign minister. Carlos Hernandez
Delfino was made head of the Venezuelan Investment Fund. Ochoa Antich told reporters that his
appointment was not based on his diplomatic qualifications, but "upon my career as a soldier." The
general retired from active service July 5, completing 30 years in the armed forces. Opinion polls
indicate that a majority of Venezuelans disapprove of the Perez administration, and opposed the
president's decision to suspend diplomatic relations with Peru. Businesspeople are disgusted with
both the AD and the COPEI. The two parties have alternated control of the executive for the past
30 years. The national chambers of commerce federation (FEDECAMARAS) issued a statement
asserting that neither of the parties represents the "popular will." Former president Rafael Caldera
(1969-1973) has proposed that Perez's mandate be reduced by a year. The presidential mandate ends
in February 1994. According to Caldera, if the president resigns, his successor must be a "political
independent." Perez accepted the resignations of 11 cabinet ministers on June 29, the first step in a
sweeping administrative reform program. Several weeks ago, the government decided to reduce the
number of ministries from 29 to nine. In statements to members of congress and the media, COPEI
leader Eduardo Fernandez proposed changing the presidential election system from a simple to
an absolute majority system. If no candidate receives over half the vote, the top two contenders
would participate in a runoff election. For the past 34 years, the chief executive and members of
the national congress have been elected by a simple majority. In 1963 social democrat Raul Leoni
(now deceased) was elected with only 32.8% of the vote. Caldera won the presidency in 1968 with
29%. On June 24, the Chamber of Deputies commenced debate on 90 constitutional amendments,
including recall of top government officials (president, members of the congress, governors,
mayors); mechanisms requiring politicians to consult with civilian organizations on new legislation;
voting rights for active duty military personnel; procedures for citizens to annul laws passed by the
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congress; reducing the presidential term from five to four years; and, creation of a prime minister
post, and a human rights attorney general. The prime minister would be appointed by the president,
and the attorney general elected by a both houses of congress. The amendments were drafted over
the past two years by a congressional committee headed by Caldera. Many of the congresspersons
themselves doubt that constitutional amendments will resolve the nation's political crisis caused
by socio-economic inequities and unfulfilled expectations. Over the past 20 years, the Venezuelan
government has received over US$200 billion worth of oil revenue. Meanwhile, subsistence needs
of the vast majority of citizens in the areas of employment, health, education and nutrition have not
been met. [Sources: Prensa Latina (Cuba), 06/10-12/92; Inter Press Service, 06/15/92; Spanish news
service EFE, 06/08/92, 06/09/92, 06/11/92, 06/13/92, 06/15/92, 06/23/92, 06/24/92, 06/30/92, 07/04/92;
Associated Press, 06/11/92, 06/12/92; Agence France-Presse, 06/09/92, 06/10/92, 06/11/92, 06/15/92,
06/18/92, 06/22-26/92, 06/28/92, 06/30/92, 07/01/92, 07/06/92; Notimex, 06/09-11/92, 06/15/92]
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